
Matthew 26:58, 
69–75 

58But Peter was 
following Him at a 
distance as far as 
the courtyard of the 
high priest, and 
entered in, and sat 
down with the 
officers to see the 
outcome. 
69Now Peter was 
sitting outside in 
the courtyard, and a 
servant-girl came to 
him and said, “You 
too were with Jesus 
the Galilean.”70But 
he denied it before 
them all, saying, “I 
do not know what 
you are talking 
about.”71When he 
had gone out to the 
gateway, another 
servant-girl saw 
him and said to 
those who were 
there, “This man 
was with Jesus of 
Nazareth.”72And 
again he denied it 
with an oath, “I do 
not know the 
man.”73A little later 
the bystanders 
came up and said to 
Peter, “Surely you 
too are one of 
them; for even the 
way you talk gives 
you away.”74Then 
he began to curse 

Mark 14:54, 66–72 
54Peter had 
followed Him at a 
distance, right into 
the courtyard of the 
high priest; and he 
was sitting with the 
officers and 
warming himself at 
the fire. 
66As Peter was 
below in the 
courtyard, one of 
the servant-girls of 
the high priest 
came,67and seeing 
Peter warming 
himself, she looked 
at him and said, 
“You also were with 
Jesus the 
Nazarene.”68But he 
denied it, saying, “I 
neither know nor 
understand what 
you are talking 
about.” And he 
went out onto the 
porch.69The 
servant-girl saw 
him, and began 
once more to say to 
the bystanders, 
“This is one of 
them!”70But again 
he denied it. And 
after a little while 
the bystanders 
were again saying 
to Peter, “Surely 
you are one of 
them, for you are a 
Galilean too.”71But 

Luke 22:54b–62 
54Having arrested 
Him, they led Him 
away and brought 
Him to the house of 
the high priest; but 
Peter was following 
at a distance.55After 
they had kindled a 
fire in the middle of 
the courtyard and 
had sat down 
together, Peter was 
sitting among 
them.56And a 
servant-girl, seeing 
him as he sat in the 
firelight and looking 
intently at him, 
said, “This man was 
with Him too.”57But 
he denied it, saying, 
“Woman, I do not 
know Him.”58A little 
later, another saw 
him and said, “You 
are one of them 
too!” But Peter 
said, “Man, I am 
not!”59After about 
an hour had passed, 
another man began 
to insist, saying, 
“Certainly this man 
also was with Him, 
for he is a Galilean 
too.”60But Peter 
said, “Man, I do not 
know what you are 
talking about.” 
Immediately, while 
he was still 
speaking, a rooster 

John 18:15–18, 25–
27 

15Simon Peter was 
following Jesus, and 
so was another 
disciple. Now that 
disciple was known 
to the high priest, 
and entered with 
Jesus into the court 
of the high 
priest,16but Peter 
was standing at the 
door outside. So the 
other disciple, who 
was known to the 
high priest, went 
out and spoke to 
the doorkeeper, 
and brought Peter 
in.17Then the slave-
girl who kept the 
door said to Peter, 
“You are not also 
one of this man’s 
disciples, are you?” 
He said, “I am 
not.”18Now the 
slaves and the 
officers were 
standing there, 
having made a 
charcoal fire, for it 
was cold and they 
were warming 
themselves; and 
Peter was also with 
them, standing and 
warming himself. 
25Now Simon Peter 
was standing and 
warming himself. 
So they said to him, 



and swear, “I do not 
know the man!” 
And immediately a 
rooster 
crowed.75And Peter 
remembered the 
word which Jesus 
had said, “Before a 
rooster crows, you 
will deny Me three 
times.” And he 
went out and wept 
bitterly. 
 

he began to curse 
and swear, “I do not 
know this man you 
are talking 
about!”72Immediat
ely a rooster 
crowed a second 
time. And Peter 
remembered how 
Jesus had made the 
remark to him, 
“Before a rooster 
crows twice, you 
will deny Me three 
times.” And he 
began to weep. 
 

crowed.61The Lord 
turned and looked 
at Peter. And Peter 
remembered the 
word of the Lord, 
how He had told 
him, “Before a 
rooster crows 
today, you will deny 
Me three 
times.”62And he 
went out and wept 
bitterly. 
 

“You are not also 
one of His disciples, 
are you?” He 
denied it, and said, 
“I am not.”26One of 
the slaves of the 
high priest, being a 
relative of the one 
whose ear Peter cut 
off, said, “Did I not 
see you in the 
garden with 
Him?”27Peter then 
denied it again, and 
immediately a 
rooster crowed. 
 

Jn 18:15 John explained how so much was known of the interrogation and trial of Jesus. 
Mt 26:73 accent: Galileans pronounced gutturals peculiarly and had a sort of lisp. 
Lk 22:69 But from now on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God: The reply combined 
imagery from Daniel 7:9–14 and Psalm 110:1. Jesus was claiming that God will bring Him to His side to share in His 
presence and rule. To Jewish ears, this was a brash claim. It raised the questions, Who is able to sit permanently 
at God’s side? and What was Jesus claiming? 
Jn 18:17 The slave girl keeping the door began the interrogation that leads to Peter’s denial. The phrasing of the 
question in verse 17 and verse 25 was expected to elicit a negative response. Unfortunately, Peter obliged in both 
instances. 
Mk 14:71 he started to curse: Peter sought to prove the truth of what he was saying by vowing to call down a 
curse on himself if he was lying (Ac 23:12, 14, 21). 

Sec. 157 The Chief Priest and Elders Move to Put Jesus to Death 

Matthew 27:1 
1Now when morning came, 
all the chief priests and the 
elders of the people 
conferred together against 
Jesus to put Him to death; 
 

Mark 15:1a 
1Early in the morning the 
chief priests with the elders 
and scribes and the whole 
Council, immediately held a 
consultation; and binding 
Jesus, they led Him away 
and delivered Him to Pilate. 
 

Luke 22:66–71 
66When it was day, the 
Council of elders of the 
people assembled, both 
chief priests and scribes, 
and they led Him away to 
their council chamber, 
saying,67“If You are the 
Christ, tell us.” But He said 
to them, “If I tell you, you 
will not believe;68and if I 
ask a question, you will not 
answer.69“But from now on 



THE SON OF MAN WILL BE 

SEATED AT THE RIGHT HAND of 
the power OF GOD.”70And 
they all said, “Are You the 
Son of God, then?” And He 
said to them, “Yes, I 
am.”71Then they said, 
“What further need do we 
have of testimony? For we 
have heard it ourselves 
from His own mouth.” 
 

Mk 15:1 had a meeting: Mark conveyed the idea that the Sanhedrin met again in the morning after its initial 
examination during the night. The purpose for this morning meeting may have been to confirm the earlier decision 
(Lk 22:66–71) and to make preparations for turning Jesus over to Pilate on a political charge. 
Lk 22:71 Why do we need any more testimony?: The priests now had what they needed. They were trying to 
gather information to take to Rome to get Jesus crucified as a “threat” to Caesar. The basis of Jesus’ death, 
humanly speaking, came from His own testimony at His examination by the Jewish leadership. His claim to sit at 
God’s right hand and come with power moved the process along. This gave them their evidence against Jesus. 

Sec. 158 Judas Hangs Himself 

Matthew 27:3–10 
3Then when Judas, who had betrayed Him, 
saw that He had been condemned, he felt 
remorse and returned the thirty pieces of 
silver to the chief priests and 
elders,4saying, “I have sinned by betraying 
innocent blood.” But they said, “What is 
that to us? See to that yourself!”5And he 
threw the pieces of silver into the temple 
sanctuary and departed; and he went 
away and hanged himself.6The chief 
priests took the pieces of silver and said, 
“It is not lawful to put them into the 
temple treasury, since it is the price of 
blood.”7And they conferred together and 
with the money bought the Potter’s Field 
as a burial place for strangers.8For this 
reason that field has been called the Field 
of Blood to this day.9Then that which was 
spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was 
fulfilled: “AND THEY TOOK THE THIRTY PIECES OF 

SILVER, THE PRICE OF THE ONE WHOSE PRICE HAD 

Acts 1:18–19 
18(Now this man acquired a field with the 
price of his wickedness, and falling 
headlong, he burst open in the middle and 
all his intestines gushed out.19And it 
became known to all who were living in 
Jerusalem; so that in their own language 
that field was called Hakeldama, that is, 
Field of Blood.) 
 



BEEN SET by the sons of Israel;10AND THEY 

GAVE THEM FOR THE POTTER’S FIELD, AS THE LORD 

DIRECTED ME.” 
 

Mt 27:5 threw the silver into the sanctuary: Exactly where Judas threw the money is uncertain. 
Mt 27:6 It’s not lawful … blood money: The priests kept the letter of the law while being oblivious to its spirit. The 
temple officials refused to keep the money because it was impure, so they bought a field for use as a cemetery 
for foreigners (v. 7). 
Mt 27:9 what was spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: The purchase of the “Potter’s Field” fulfilled the 
prophecy of Zechariah 11:13. Jeremiah 18–19 also has to do with a potter’s field; so it is possible that Jeremiah 
spoke the prophecy but that it was written by Zechariah later. Matthew reported much of what happened to Jesus 
on His crucifixion day as fulfillment of prophecy, demonstrating Him to be the Messiah. 

Sec. 159 Jesus Faces Pilate 

Matthew 27:2, 11–
14 

11Now Jesus stood 
before the 
governor, and the 
governor 
questioned Him, 
saying, “Are You the 
King of the Jews?” 
And Jesus said to 
him, “It is as you 
say.”12And while He 
was being accused 
by the chief priests 
and elders, He did 
not answer.13Then 
Pilate said to Him, 
“Do You not hear 
how many things 
they testify against 
You?”14And He did 
not answer him 
with regard to even 
a single charge, so 
the governor was 
quite amazed. 
2and they bound 
Him, and led Him 
away and delivered 

Mark 15:1b–5 
1Early in the 
morning the chief 
priests with the 
elders and scribes 
and the whole 
Council, 
immediately held a 
consultation; and 
binding Jesus, they 
led Him away and 
delivered Him to 
Pilate.2Pilate 
questioned Him, 
“Are You the King of 
the Jews?” And He 
answered him, “It is 
as you say.”3The 
chief priests began 
to accuse Him 
harshly.4Then Pilate 
questioned Him 
again, saying, “Do 
You not answer? 
See how many 
charges they bring 
against You!”5But 
Jesus made no 

Luke 23:1–5 
1Then the whole 
body of them got up 
and brought Him 
before Pilate.2And 
they began to 
accuse Him, saying, 
“We found this man 
misleading our 
nation and 
forbidding to pay 
taxes to Caesar, and 
saying that He 
Himself is Christ, a 
King.”3So Pilate 
asked Him, saying, 
“Are You the King of 
the Jews?” And He 
answered him and 
said, “It is as you 
say.”4Then Pilate 
said to the chief 
priests and the 
crowds, “I find no 
guilt in this 
man.”5But they 
kept on insisting, 
saying, “He stirs up 
the people, 

John 18:28–38 
28Then they led 
Jesus from Caiaphas 
into the 
Praetorium, and it 
was early; and they 
themselves did not 
enter into the 
Praetorium so that 
they would not be 
defiled, but might 
eat the 
Passover.29Therefo
re Pilate went out 
to them and said, 
“What accusation 
do you bring against 
this Man?”30They 
answered and said 
to him, “If this Man 
were not an 
evildoer, we would 
not have delivered 
Him to you.”31So 
Pilate said to them, 
“Take Him 
yourselves, and 
judge Him 
according to your 



Him to Pilate the 
governor. 
 

further answer; so 
Pilate was amazed. 
 

teaching all over 
Judea, starting from 
Galilee even as far 
as this place.” 
 

law.” The Jews said 
to him, “We are not 
permitted to put 
anyone to 
death,”32to fulfill 
the word of Jesus 
which He spoke, 
signifying by what 
kind of death He 
was about to 
die.33Therefore 
Pilate entered again 
into the 
Praetorium, and 
summoned Jesus 
and said to Him, 
“Are You the King of 
the Jews?”34Jesus 
answered, “Are you 
saying this on your 
own initiative, or 
did others tell you 
about Me?”35Pilate 
answered, “I am not 
a Jew, am I? Your 
own nation and the 
chief priests 
delivered You to 
me; what have You 
done?”36Jesus 
answered, “My 
kingdom is not of 
this world. If My 
kingdom were of 
this world, then My 
servants would be 
fighting so that I 
would not be 
handed over to the 
Jews; but as it is, My 
kingdom is not of 
this 
realm.”37Therefore 
Pilate said to Him, 



“So You are a king?” 
Jesus answered, 
“You say correctly 
that I am a king. For 
this I have been 
born, and for this I 
have come into the 
world, to testify to 
the truth. Everyone 
who is of the truth 
hears My 
voice.”38Pilate said 
to Him, “What is 
truth?”And when 
he had said this, he 
went out again to 
the Jews and said to 
them, “I find no 
guilt in Him. 
 

Jn 18:28 Caiaphas functioned as the duty officer to bring the captive Jesus to the Roman governor. In the light of 
the approaching Passover, and not having sufficient time to purify themselves from entering the home of a 
Gentile, the Jewish leaders would not enter the Roman headquarters. 
Mt 27:11 Are You the King of the Jews?: The council condemned Jesus for blasphemy for claiming to be God’s 
Son (Mt 26:63–65); but before Pilate they changed their charge. 
Mk 15:2 the King of the Jews: The use of the title “King” is rare in Mark’s Gospel in comparison to the other 
Gospels. Perhaps Mark was trying to communicate that Jesus’ perspective on what it meant for Him to be King 
was far different than those rejecting Him. 
Lk 23:3 You have said it: Again Jesus answered the question about being King of the Jews with a qualified yes, but 
not meaning quite in the sense that the question was raised. Jesus was not a political threat to Rome. 
Jn 18:29–31 Pilate suspected that the matter of Jesus was merely a matter of Jewish rivalry, and could be 
adequately judged by Jewish law. 
Jn 18:32 Jesus had predicted that he would be lifted from the earth (12:32–33), referring to the Roman means of 
execution, crucifixion. The Jewish leaders fulfilled Jesus’ words. 
Jn 18:33 Are You the King of the Jews?: The most significant question for Pilate would be whether Jesus 
constituted a threat to Roman civil order. Such order could be threatened by rival kings, so he asked Jesus whether 
He considered Himself King of the Jews. 
Jn 18:34 Jesus realized that the Jewish leaders had been prompting Pilate, so he asked whether Pilate had heard 
anything about Him on his own. 
Mt 27:14 the governor was greatly amazed: That Jesus refused to answer such serious and life-threatening 
charges was astonishing. According to Luke 23:6–12, at this point Pilate sent Jesus to Herod. 
Lk 23:4 no grounds: One of several times Jesus will be declared innocent. 
Jn 18:36 My kingdom is not of this world: Jesus tacitly admitted that He was King of the Jews (v. 37), but He 
clarified that He was not a king such as the Jews or Romans were expecting. 
Jn 18:37 Jesus’ purpose as a king is the unusual one of testifying to the truth. 



Jn 18:38 What is truth?: Reflecting on his immediate confusion over what to do with Jesus, the larger issues that 
a person such as a Roman governor faced, and the overwhelming human issues regarding existence, Pilate asked 
Jesus what truth is. Jesus had already answered this, as the reader knows, by stating that He is the way, the truth, 
and the life. 

Sec. 160 Jesus Faces Herod Antipas 

Luke 23:6–12 
6When Pilate heard it, he asked whether the man was a Galilean.7And when he learned that He belonged 
to Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod, who himself also was in Jerusalem at that time.8Now Herod 
was very glad when he saw Jesus; for he had wanted to see Him for a long time, because he had been 
hearing about Him and was hoping to see some sign performed by Him.9And he questioned Him at some 
length; but He answered him nothing.10And the chief priests and the scribes were standing there, 
accusing Him vehemently.11And Herod with his soldiers, after treating Him with contempt and mocking 
Him, dressed Him in a gorgeous robe and sent Him back to Pilate.12Now Herod and Pilate became friends 
with one another that very day; for before they had been enemies with each other. 

Lk 23:9 Jesus did not answer: Recalls the language of the Suffering Servant (Is 53:7). 

Sec. 161 Jesus Faces Pilate a Second Time 

Matthew 27:15–26 
15Now at the feast 
the governor was 
accustomed to 
release for the 
people any one 
prisoner whom 
they wanted.16At 
that time they were 
holding a notorious 
prisoner, called 
Barabbas.17So 
when the people 
gathered together, 
Pilate said to them, 
“Whom do you 
want me to release 
for you? Barabbas, 
or Jesus who is 
called Christ?”18For 
he knew that 
because of envy 
they had handed 

Mark 15:6–15 
6Now at the feast 
he used to release 
for them any one 
prisoner whom 
they 
requested.7The 
man named 
Barabbas had been 
imprisoned with 
the insurrectionists 
who had 
committed murder 
in the 
insurrection.8The 
crowd went up and 
began asking him to 
do as he had been 
accustomed to do 
for them.9Pilate 
answered them, 
saying, “Do you 
want me to release 

Luke 23:13–25 
13Pilate summoned 
the chief priests and 
the rulers and the 
people,14and said 
to them, “You 
brought this man to 
me as one who 
incites the people 
to rebellion, and 
behold, having 
examined Him 
before you, I have 
found no guilt in 
this man regarding 
the charges which 
you make against 
Him.15“No, nor has 
Herod, for he sent 
Him back to us; and 
behold, nothing 
deserving death has 
been done by 

John 18:39–19:16a 
39“But you have a 
custom that I 
release someone 
for you at the 
Passover; do you 
wish then that I 
release for you the 
King of the 
Jews?”40So they 
cried out again, 
saying, “Not this 
Man, but 
Barabbas.” Now 
Barabbas was a 
robber.1Pilate then 
took Jesus and 
scourged Him.2And 
the soldiers twisted 
together a crown of 
thorns and put it on 
His head, and put a 
purple robe on 



Him over.19While 
he was sitting on 
the judgment seat, 
his wife sent him a 
message, saying, 
“Have nothing to do 
with that righteous 
Man; for last night I 
suffered greatly in a 
dream because of 
Him.”20But the 
chief priests and the 
elders persuaded 
the crowds to ask 
for Barabbas and to 
put Jesus to 
death.21But the 
governor said to 
them, “Which of 
the two do you 
want me to release 
for you?” And they 
said, 
“Barabbas.”22Pilate 
said to them, “Then 
what shall I do with 
Jesus who is called 
Christ?” They all 
said, “Crucify 
Him!”23And he said, 
“Why, what evil has 
He done?” But they 
kept shouting all 
the more, saying, 
“Crucify 
Him!”24When Pilate 
saw that he was 
accomplishing 
nothing, but rather 
that a riot was 
starting, he took 
water and washed 
his hands in front of 
the crowd, saying, 

for you the King of 
the Jews?”10For he 
was aware that the 
chief priests had 
handed Him over 
because of 
envy.11But the chief 
priests stirred up 
the crowd to ask 
him to release 
Barabbas for them 
instead.12Answerin
g again, Pilate said 
to them, “Then 
what shall I do with 
Him whom you call 
the King of the 
Jews?”13They 
shouted back, 
“Crucify Him!”14But 
Pilate said to them, 
“Why, what evil has 
He done?” But they 
shouted all the 
more, “Crucify 
Him!”15Wishing to 
satisfy the crowd, 
Pilate released 
Barabbas for them, 
and after having 
Jesus scourged, he 
handed Him over to 
be crucified. 
 

Him.16“Therefore I 
will punish Him and 
release Him.”17Now 
he was obliged to 
release to them at 
the feast one 
prisoner.18But they 
cried out all 
together, saying, 
“Away with this 
man, and release 
for us 
Barabbas!”19(He 
was one who had 
been thrown into 
prison for an 
insurrection made 
in the city, and for 
murder.)20Pilate, 
wanting to release 
Jesus, addressed 
them again,21but 
they kept on calling 
out, saying, 
“Crucify, crucify 
Him!”22And he said 
to them the third 
time, “Why, what 
evil has this man 
done? I have found 
in Him no guilt 
demanding death; 
therefore I will 
punish Him and 
release Him.”23But 
they were insistent, 
with loud voices 
asking that He be 
crucified. And their 
voices began to 
prevail.24And Pilate 
pronounced 
sentence that their 
demand be 

Him;3and they 
began to come up 
to Him and say, 
“Hail, King of the 
Jews!” and to give 
Him slaps in the 
face.4Pilate came 
out again and said 
to them, “Behold, I 
am bringing Him 
out to you so that 
you may know that I 
find no guilt in 
Him.”5Jesus then 
came out, wearing 
the crown of thorns 
and the purple 
robe. Pilate said to 
them, “Behold, the 
Man!”6So when the 
chief priests and the 
officers saw Him, 
they cried out 
saying, “Crucify, 
crucify!” Pilate said 
to them, “Take Him 
yourselves and 
crucify Him, for I 
find no guilt in 
Him.”7The Jews 
answered him, “We 
have a law, and by 
that law He ought 
to die because He 
made Himself out 
to be the Son of 
God.”8Therefore 
when Pilate heard 
this statement, he 
was even more 
afraid;9and he 
entered into the 
Praetorium again 
and said to Jesus, 



“I am innocent of 
this Man’s blood; 
see to that 
yourselves.”25And 
all the people said, 
“His blood shall be 
on us and on our 
children!”26Then he 
released Barabbas 
for them; but after 
having Jesus 
scourged, he 
handed Him over to 
be crucified. 
 

granted.25And he 
released the man 
they were asking 
for who had been 
thrown into prison 
for insurrection and 
murder, but he 
delivered Jesus to 
their will. 
 

“Where are You 
from?” But Jesus 
gave him no 
answer.10So Pilate 
said to Him, “You do 
not speak to me? 
Do You not know 
that I have 
authority to release 
You, and I have 
authority to crucify 
You?”11Jesus 
answered, “You 
would have no 
authority over Me, 
unless it had been 
given you from 
above; for this 
reason he who 
delivered Me to you 
has the greater 
sin.”12As a result of 
this Pilate made 
efforts to release 
Him, but the Jews 
cried out saying, “If 
you release this 
Man, you are no 
friend of Caesar; 
everyone who 
makes himself out 
to be a king opposes 
Caesar.”13Therefor
e when Pilate heard 
these words, he 
brought Jesus out, 
and sat down on 
the judgment seat 
at a place called The 
Pavement, but in 
Hebrew, 
Gabbatha.14Now it 
was the day of 
preparation for the 



Passover; it was 
about the sixth 
hour. And he said to 
the Jews, “Behold, 
your King!”15So 
they cried out, 
“Away with Him, 
away with Him, 
crucify Him!” Pilate 
said to them, “Shall 
I crucify your King?” 
The chief priests 
answered, “We 
have no king but 
Caesar.”16So he 
then handed Him 
over to them to be 
crucified. 
 

Lk 23:14 no grounds: Jesus’ innocence is again declared. 
Lk 23:15 Neither has Herod: Yet another declaration of innocence. 
Jn 18:39–40 The custom of release of a prisoner is not known apart from the NT. It resulted in the release of 
someone who was actually in prison for the very thing that Jesus was being accused of, an insurrectionist. 
Mt 27:20 Barabbas: Means “son of the father.” Note the irony in the names: Jesus was the heavenly Son of a 
heavenly Father. They rejected the Son of God for a murderer. 
Lk 23:16 whipped: Pilate hoped to punish Jesus as an attempt to dissuade them from seeking the death penalty, 
but this plan did not work out. 
Jn 19:1–3 Pilate had Jesus punished according to what he thought was necessary—a scourging so that He would 
remember who was in authority. The fact that Jesus was dressed up and mocked as king of the Jews indicates the 
scorn the Romans had toward the Jews. 
Lk 23:22 What has this man done wrong?… no grounds: Yet another recognition that Jesus was innocent, but 
Pilate did not have the conviction to release Him. 
Jn 19:6 Crucify!: After Pilate presented Jesus to the people assembled outside his headquarters, the chief priest 
and the temple police begin to shout for crucifixion. Pilate turned Jesus over to them, rather than having a local 
uprising on his hands. 
Jn 19:7 The leaders may be referring to Leviticus 24:16, concerning blasphemy as involving the claim to being God. 
Jn 19:8 Pilate became more fearful when he heard the specific charge against Jesus in terms of a claim to being 
the Son of God. The Caesar was sometimes designated as a son of God and celebrated in such language in places 
throughout the empire, especially in the East. 
Jn 19:11 After Pilate told Jesus that he has authority over Him, Jesus told him that the only authority is from above. 
This brings to fulfillment a theme that Jesus spoke of several times in John, that His authority derives from God, 
who has all authority (see 5:27, 30; 8:28; 12:49; 14:10). 
Mt 27:24 washed his hands: Hand washing was not a Roman custom. After living several years among the Jews 
he detested, Pilate picked up one of their own customs (Dt 21:6; Ps 26:6) and contemptuously used it before them. 



Jn 19:12 The Jewish leaders played on typical Roman paranoia regarding stability in the Empire. They reminded 
Pilate that as Caesar’s “friend” or emissary he was responsible for ensuring there were no rivals to Caesar. 
Jn 19:14 The specific season and time are given. It was the time for preparation for the Passover, approximately 
noon. 
Jn 19:15 We have no king but Caesar: A political and theological sell-out to Roman rule in order to secure their 
end of destroying Jesus. Earlier some Jews who had come to Jesus had asserted their independence by saying they 
had never been enslaved. Now they willingly embraced Caesar as their king. 

Sec. 162 Mocked by the Military 

Matthew 27:27–30 
27Then the soldiers of the governor took 
Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered 
the whole Roman cohort around 
Him.28They stripped Him and put a scarlet 
robe on Him.29And after twisting together 
a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, 
and a reed in His right hand; and they knelt 
down before Him and mocked Him, 
saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!”30They spat 
on Him, and took the reed and began to 
beat Him on the head. 
 

Mark 15:16–19 
16The soldiers took Him away into the 
palace (that is, the Praetorium), and they 
called together the whole Roman 
cohort.17They dressed Him up in purple, 
and after twisting a crown of thorns, they 
put it on Him;18and they began to acclaim 
Him, “Hail, King of the Jews!”19They kept 
beating His head with a reed, and spitting 
on Him, and kneeling and bowing before 
Him. 
 

Mt 27:27 headquarters: The Latin word Praetorium was used by Greek writers for the residence of the Roman 
governor. It may also refer to military headquarters, the imperial court, or the emperor’s guard. 
Mt 27:28 scarlet robe. Probably the short red cloak worn by Roman military and civilian officials. 
Mk 15:16 the whole company: A company (or cohort) was a Roman military unit of 600, although the number 
could vary. Mark may have only wanted to refer in a general way to all the soldiers on duty at their headquarters. 
Mk 15:17 a purple robe: A purple robe was an expensive luxury, worn only by kings and the very wealthy. Just as 
a wreath of thorns was a cruel substitute for a crown, so also it is likely that some readily available cloak or material 
served as the pretended purple robe of a king. In other words, Mark narrated parts of this scene using the mocking 
words of the soldiers (Jn 19:2). Matthew’s Gospel, by way of contrast, refers to a scarlet robe, apparently that of 
a Roman soldier (Mt 27:28). 

Sec. 163 The Way to the Cross 

Matthew 27:31–34 
31After they had 
mocked Him, they 
took the scarlet 
robe off Him and 
put His own 
garments back on 
Him, and led Him 

Mark 15:20–23 
20After they had 
mocked Him, they 
took the purple 
robe off Him and 
put His own 
garments on Him. 
And they led Him 

Luke 23:26–33a 
26When they led 
Him away, they 
seized a man, 
Simon of Cyrene, 
coming in from the 
country, and placed 
on him the cross to 

John 19:16b–17 
16So he then 
handed Him over to 
them to be 
crucified.17They 
took Jesus, 
therefore, and He 
went out, bearing 



away to crucify 
Him.32As they were 
coming out, they 
found a man of 
Cyrene named 
Simon, whom they 
pressed into service 
to bear His 
cross.33And when 
they came to a 
place called 
Golgotha, which 
means Place of a 
Skull,34they gave 
Him wine to drink 
mixed with gall; and 
after tasting it, He 
was unwilling to 
drink. 
 

out to crucify 
Him.21They pressed 
into service a 
passer-by coming 
from the country, 
Simon of Cyrene 
(the father of 
Alexander and 
Rufus), to bear His 
cross.22Then they 
brought Him to the 
place Golgotha, 
which is translated, 
Place of a 
Skull.23They tried to 
give Him wine 
mixed with myrrh; 
but He did not take 
it. 
 

carry behind 
Jesus.27And 
following Him was a 
large crowd of the 
people, and of 
women who were 
mourning and 
lamenting 
Him.28But Jesus 
turning to them 
said, “Daughters of 
Jerusalem, stop 
weeping for Me, 
but weep for 
yourselves and for 
your children.29“For 
behold, the days 
are coming when 
they will say, 
‘Blessed are the 
barren, and the 
wombs that never 
bore, and the 
breasts that never 
nursed.’30“Then 
they will begin TO 
SAY TO THE 

MOUNTAINS, ‘FALL ON 

US,’ AND TO THE HILLS, 
‘COVER US.’31“For if 
they do these things 
when the tree is 
green, what will 
happen when it is 
dry?”32Two others 
also, who were 
criminals, were 
being led away to 
be put to death 
with Him.33When 
they came to the 
place called The 
Skull, there they 
crucified Him and 

His own cross, to 
the place called the 
Place of a Skull, 
which is called in 
Hebrew, Golgotha. 
 



the criminals, one 
on the right and the 
other on the left. 
 

Mt 27:32 They forced this man to carry His cross: It was customary for the convicted criminal to bear his own 
cross as a testimony of guilt. 
Mk 15:21 a Cyrenian: Simon was from Cyrene, a city on the African coast. He may have been a Jew of the Diaspora 
(one living outside the land of Israel) visiting Jerusalem for the Passover. Alexander and Rufus were possibly known 
by Mark’s original readers. They could confirm Mark’s account of Jesus’ passion based on the testimony of their 
father. 
Lk 23:28 weep for yourselves: This was not a sad day for Jesus but for those who had rejected Him, because the 
judgment of the nation would come. 
Mt 27:33 Golgotha: In Latin this was Calvariae locum, thus our familiar word Calvary. 
Mt 27:34 wine mixed with gall: A narcotic sedative that drugged the victim. Jesus would not receive it; He faced 
the redemption of mankind with senses intact. 
Lk 23:31 what will happen when it is dry: If green wood suffers in such a manner (referring to Himself as a 
crucifixion victim), then what will happen with dead wood (those who rejected Him, victims of Roman might in 
AD 70)? 

Sec. 164 The Crucifixion 

Matthew 27:35–44 
35And when they 
had crucified Him, 
they divided up His 
garments among 
themselves by 
casting lots.36And 
sitting down, they 
began to keep 
watch over Him 
there.37And above 
His head they put 
up the charge 
against Him which 
read, “THIS IS JESUS 
THE KING OF THE 
JEWS.”38At that 
time two robbers 
were crucified with 
Him, one on the 
right and one on the 
left.39And those 
passing by were 

Mark 15:24–32 
24And they crucified 
Him, and divided up 
His garments 
among themselves, 
casting lots for 
them to decide 
what each man 
should take.25It was 
the third hour when 
they crucified 
Him.26The 
inscription of the 
charge against Him 
read, “THE KING OF 
THE JEWS.”27They 
crucified two 
robbers with Him, 
one on His right and 
one on His 
left.28And the 
Scripture was 
fulfilled which says, 

Luke 23:33b–34, 
38, 35–37, 39–43 

33When they came 
to the place called 
The Skull, there 
they crucified Him 
and the criminals, 
one on the right and 
the other on the 
left.34But Jesus was 
saying, “Father, 
forgive them; for 
they do not know 
what they are 
doing.” And they 
cast lots, dividing 
up His garments 
among themselves. 
35And the people 
stood by, looking 
on. And even the 
rulers were 
sneering at Him, 

John 19:18, 23–24, 
19–22, 25–27 

18There they 
crucified Him, and 
with Him two other 
men, one on either 
side, and Jesus in 
between. 
19Pilate also wrote 
an inscription and 
put it on the cross. 
It was written, 
“JESUS THE 
NAZARENE, THE 
KING OF THE 
JEWS.”20Therefore 
many of the Jews 
read this 
inscription, for the 
place where Jesus 
was crucified was 
near the city; and it 
was written in 



hurling abuse at 
Him, wagging their 
heads40and saying, 
“You who are going 
to destroy the 
temple and rebuild 
it in three days, 
save Yourself! If You 
are the Son of God, 
come down from 
the cross.”41In the 
same way the chief 
priests also, along 
with the scribes and 
elders, were 
mocking Him and 
saying,42“He saved 
others; He cannot 
save Himself. He is 
the King of Israel; 
let Him now come 
down from the 
cross, and we will 
believe in Him.43“HE 

TRUSTS IN GOD; LET 

GOD RESCUE Him 
now, IF HE DELIGHTS IN 

HIM; for He said, ‘I 
am the Son of 
God.’ ”44The 
robbers who had 
been crucified with 
Him were also 
insulting Him with 
the same words. 
 

“And He was 
numbered with 
transgressors.”29Th
ose passing by were 
hurling abuse at 
Him, wagging their 
heads, and saying, 
“Ha! You who are 
going to destroy the 
temple and rebuild 
it in three 
days,30save 
Yourself, and come 
down from the 
cross!”31In the 
same way the chief 
priests also, along 
with the scribes, 
were mocking Him 
among themselves 
and saying, “He 
saved others; He 
cannot save 
Himself.32“Let this 
Christ, the King of 
Israel, now come 
down from the 
cross, so that we 
may see and 
believe!” Those 
who were crucified 
with Him were also 
insulting Him. 
 

saying, “He saved 
others; let Him save 
Himself if this is the 
Christ of God, His 
Chosen One.”36The 
soldiers also 
mocked Him, 
coming up to Him, 
offering Him sour 
wine,37and saying, 
“If You are the King 
of the Jews, save 
Yourself!” 
38Now there was 
also an inscription 
above Him, “THIS IS 
THE KING OF THE 
JEWS.” 
39One of the 
criminals who were 
hanged there was 
hurling abuse at 
Him, saying, “Are 
You not the Christ? 
Save Yourself and 
us!”40But the other 
answered, and 
rebuking him said, 
“Do you not even 
fear God, since you 
are under the same 
sentence of 
condemnation?41“
And we indeed are 
suffering justly, for 
we are receiving 
what we deserve 
for our deeds; but 
this man has done 
nothing 
wrong.”42And he 
was saying, “Jesus, 
remember me 
when You come in 

Hebrew, Latin and 
in Greek.21So the 
chief priests of the 
Jews were saying to 
Pilate, “Do not 
write, ‘The King of 
the Jews’; but that 
He said, ‘I am King 
of the 
Jews.’ ”22Pilate 
answered, “What I 
have written I have 
written.” 
23Then the soldiers, 
when they had 
crucified Jesus, took 
His outer garments 
and made four 
parts, a part to 
every soldier and 
also the tunic; now 
the tunic was 
seamless, woven in 
one piece.24So they 
said to one another, 
“Let us not tear it, 
but cast lots for it, 
to decide whose it 
shall be”; this was 
to fulfill the 
Scripture: “THEY 
DIVIDED MY OUTER 

GARMENTS AMONG 

THEM, AND FOR MY 

CLOTHING THEY CAST 
LOTS.” 
25Therefore the 
soldiers did these 
things.But standing 
by the cross of Jesus 
were His mother, 
and His mother’s 
sister, Mary the 
wife of Clopas, and 



Your 
kingdom!”43And He 
said to him, “Truly I 
say to you, today 
you shall be with 
Me in Paradise.” 
 

Mary 
Magdalene.26When 
Jesus then saw His 
mother, and the 
disciple whom He 
loved standing 
nearby, He said to 
His mother, 
“Woman, behold, 
your son!”27Then 
He said to the 
disciple, “Behold, 
your mother!” 
From that hour the 
disciple took her 
into his own 
household. 
 

Mt 27:35 Mark 15:25 notes that Jesus was crucified about the third Jewish hour, nine in the morning; Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke tell that Jesus died on Passover Eve about the ninth Jewish hour, three in the afternoon, the hour 
Passover lambs were slaughtered. Most Jews from Galilee, along with many Pharisees, celebrated Passover on 
the 14th of Abib or Nisan. Most Jews from Jerusalem, along with the Sadducees, celebrated on the 15th. Evidently 
Jesus, a Galilean, celebrated Passover with His disciples the night before the Jerusalem Passover. 
Mk 15:24 they crucified Him: Mark’s Gospel does not focus attention on the physical suffering involved in Jesus’ 
death but simply states, “They crucified Him.” 
Lk 23:34 Father, forgive them: Recalling His own words in Luke 6:28. 
Mt 27:37 The irony is that the sign proclaimed truth, though it was meant derisively. 
Mt 27:38 two criminals: Rebel or insurrectionist is probably a better translation than “robber.” The nature of their 
crimes likely involved terrorism and assassination. 
Mk 15:29 shaking their heads: People shook their heads as a sign of contempt, often toward someone facing 
disastrous suffering (2 Kg 19:21; Jb 16:4; Ps 22:7; 109:25; Jr 18:16; Lm 2:15). Psalm 22 is particularly relevant since 
it describes a righteous sufferer mocked by people who sneer (Ps 22:7). 
Jn 19:19–22 Pilate put up a trilingual inscription on Jesus’ cross saying that Jesus of the Nazareth was the King of 
the Jews. This inscription, was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. Aramaic was the local indigenous language, 
Latin, the official language of the Empire, and Greek the language for communication throughout the Empire. 
Jn 19:24 John saw Psalm 22:18 regarding dividing and casting lots for one’s clothing as fulfilled in how the soldiers 
dispensed with Jesus’ garments. 
Lk 23:37 King of the Jews: This inscription makes it clear why Rome crucified Jesus. They found Him guilty of being 
King of the Jews. Jesus died for something that was true. 
Lk 23:43 Today you will be with Me in paradise: Jesus assured the thief that blessing will not need to wait for the 
full coming of the kingdom, but will start this very day. 
Jn 19:26–27 Woman, here is your son: At the crucifixion, besides the officials and soldiers, members of Jesus’ 
family and friends were standing as well. Jesus addressed His mother and the disciple He loved, entrusting the 
care of His mother to the disciple. 



Sec. 165 The Death of Jesus 

Matthew 27:45–50 
45Now from the 
sixth hour darkness 
fell upon all the land 
until the ninth 
hour.46About the 
ninth hour Jesus 
cried out with a 
loud voice, saying, 
“ELI, ELI, LAMA 

SABACHTHANI?” that 
is, “MY GOD, MY 

GOD, WHY HAVE YOU 

FORSAKEN ME?”47And 
some of those who 
were standing 
there, when they 
heard it, began 
saying, “This man is 
calling for 
Elijah.”48Immediate
ly one of them ran, 
and taking a 
sponge, he filled it 
with sour wine and 
put it on a reed, and 
gave Him a 
drink.49But the rest 
of them said, “Let us 
see whether Elijah 
will come to save 
Him.”50And Jesus 
cried out again with 
a loud voice, and 
yielded up His spirit. 
 

Mark 15:33–37 
33When the sixth 
hour came, 
darkness fell over 
the whole land until 
the ninth hour.34At 
the ninth hour Jesus 
cried out with a 
loud voice, “ELOI, 
ELOI, LAMA 

SABACHTHANI?” 
which is translated, 
“MY GOD, MY GOD, 
WHY HAVE YOU 

FORSAKEN 

ME?”35When some 
of the bystanders 
heard it, they began 
saying, “Behold, He 
is calling for 
Elijah.”36Someone 
ran and filled a 
sponge with sour 
wine, put it on a 
reed, and gave Him 
a drink, saying, “Let 
us see whether 
Elijah will come to 
take Him 
down.”37And Jesus 
uttered a loud cry, 
and breathed His 
last. 
 

Luke 23:44–45a, 46 
44It was now about 
the sixth hour, and 
darkness fell over 
the whole land until 
the ninth 
hour,45because the 
sun was obscured; 
and the veil of the 
temple was torn in 
two. 
46And Jesus, crying 
out with a loud 
voice, said, “Father, 
INTO YOUR HANDS I 
COMMIT MY SPIRIT.” 
Having said this, He 
breathed His last. 
 

John 19:28–30 
28After this, Jesus, 
knowing that all 
things had already 
been accomplished, 
to fulfill the 
Scripture, said, “I 
am thirsty.”29A jar 
full of sour wine 
was standing there; 
so they put a 
sponge full of the 
sour wine upon a 
branch of hyssop 
and brought it up to 
His 
mouth.30Therefore 
when Jesus had 
received the sour 
wine, He said, “It is 
finished!” And He 
bowed His head and 
gave up His spirit.1 
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