
Matthew 27:57–60 
57When it was 
evening, there 
came a rich man 
from Arimathea, 
named Joseph, who 
himself had also 
become a disciple 
of Jesus.58This man 
went to Pilate and 
asked for the body 
of Jesus. Then Pilate 
ordered it to be 
given to him.59And 
Joseph took the 
body and wrapped 
it in a clean linen 
cloth,60and laid it in 
his own new tomb, 
which he had hewn 
out in the rock; and 
he rolled a large 
stone against the 
entrance of the 
tomb and went 
away. 
 

Mark 15:42–46 
42When evening 
had already come, 
because it was the 
preparation day, 
that is, the day 
before the 
Sabbath,43Joseph 
of Arimathea came, 
a prominent 
member of the 
Council, who 
himself was waiting 
for the kingdom of 
God; and he 
gathered up 
courage and went 
in before Pilate, and 
asked for the body 
of Jesus.44Pilate 
wondered if He was 
dead by this time, 
and summoning the 
centurion, he 
questioned him as 
to whether He was 
already dead.45And 
ascertaining this 
from the centurion, 
he granted the 
body to 
Joseph.46Joseph 
bought a linen 
cloth, took Him 
down, wrapped 
Him in the linen 
cloth and laid Him 
in a tomb which had 
been hewn out in 
the rock; and he 
rolled a stone 
against the 

Luke 23:50–54 
50And a man named 
Joseph, who was a 
member of the 
Council, a good and 
righteous man51(he 
had not consented 
to their plan and 
action), a man from 
Arimathea, a city of 
the Jews, who was 
waiting for the 
kingdom of 
God;52this man 
went to Pilate and 
asked for the body 
of Jesus.53And he 
took it down and 
wrapped it in a 
linen cloth, and laid 
Him in a tomb cut 
into the rock, where 
no one had ever 
lain.54It was the 
preparation day, 
and the Sabbath 
was about to begin. 
 

John 19:31–42 
31Then the Jews, 
because it was the 
day of preparation, 
so that the bodies 
would not remain 
on the cross on the 
Sabbath (for that 
Sabbath was a high 
day), asked Pilate 
that their legs might 
be broken, and that 
they might be taken 
away.32So the 
soldiers came, and 
broke the legs of 
the first man and of 
the other who was 
crucified with 
Him;33but coming 
to Jesus, when they 
saw that He was 
already dead, they 
did not break His 
legs.34But one of 
the soldiers pierced 
His side with a 
spear, and 
immediately blood 
and water came 
out.35And he who 
has seen has 
testified, and his 
testimony is true; 
and he knows that 
he is telling the 
truth, so that you 
also may 
believe.36For these 
things came to pass 
to fulfill the 
Scripture, “NOT A 

BONE OF HIM SHALL BE 



entrance of the 
tomb. 
 

BROKEN.”37And again 
another Scripture 
says, “THEY SHALL 

LOOK ON HIM WHOM 

THEY PIERCED.”38After 
these things Joseph 
of Arimathea, being 
a disciple of Jesus, 
but a secret one for 
fear of the Jews, 
asked Pilate that he 
might take away 
the body of Jesus; 
and Pilate granted 
permission. So he 
came and took 
away His 
body.39Nicodemus, 
who had first come 
to Him by night, 
also came, bringing 
a mixture of myrrh 
and aloes, about a 
hundred pounds 
weight.40So they 
took the body of 
Jesus and bound it 
in linen wrappings 
with the spices, as is 
the burial custom of 
the Jews.41Now in 
the place where He 
was crucified there 
was a garden, and 
in the garden a new 
tomb in which no 
one had yet been 
laid.42Therefore 
because of the 
Jewish day of 
preparation, since 
the tomb was 
nearby, they laid 
Jesus there. 



 

Jn 19:33–37 To ensure that all of three of the crucified men were dead before the Sabbath, the soldiers 
were breaking their legs. However, when they came to Jesus they noted He was already dead. Instead, 
they pierced his side with a spear. Both events fulfilled Scripture. Passover passages spoke of not breaking 
the bones of the sacrificial animal (Ex 12:46; Nm 9:12) and Zechariah 12:10 noted the piercing of the 
Messiah. 
Mk 15:43 a prominent member of the Sanhedrin: Mark created tension by presenting the Sanhedrin as 
condemning Jesus (14:55, 64; 15:1) and then positively portraying one of its members, Joseph of 
Arimathea, as caring for the burial of Jesus. Compare this to Jesus’ general condemnation of the scribes 
(12:38–40) after His positive evaluation of a scribe who showed insight (12:28–34). Mark allowed general 
statements about groups that rejected Jesus to stand, while also noting exceptions. 
Lk 23:51 was looking forward to the kingdom of God: Joseph believed the message of the kingdom Jesus 
gave. 
Jn 19:38 Joseph of Arimathea is mentioned as a secret disciple of Jesus who feared the Jewish leaders. 
Jn 19:39 Nicodemus, first seen in John 3, participated in the burial of Jesus. 

Sec. 168 The Closely Guarded Tomb 

Matthew 27:61–66 
61And Mary Magdalene 
was there, and the other 
Mary, sitting opposite the 
grave.62Now on the next 
day, the day after the 
preparation, the chief 
priests and the Pharisees 
gathered together with 
Pilate,63and said, “Sir, we 
remember that when He 
was still alive that deceiver 
said, ‘After three days I am 
to rise again.’64“Therefore, 
give orders for the grave to 
be made secure until the 
third day, otherwise His 
disciples may come and 
steal Him away and say to 
the people, ‘He has risen 
from the dead,’ and the last 
deception will be worse 
than the first.”65Pilate said 
to them, “You have a 
guard; go, make it as secure 
as you know how.”66And 

Mark 15:47 
47Mary Magdalene and 
Mary the mother of Joses 
were looking on to see 
where He was laid. 
 

Luke 23:55–56 
55Now the women who had 
come with Him out of 
Galilee followed, and saw 
the tomb and how His body 
was laid.56Then they 
returned and prepared 
spices and perfumes.And 
on the Sabbath they rested 
according to the 
commandment. 
 



they went and made the 
grave secure, and along 
with the guard they set a 
seal on the stone. 
 

Mt 27:61 Mary Magdalene: A devoted disciple from whom Jesus had cast seven demons. She is identified 
by tradition with the woman who anointed Him in Luke 7. 
Lk 23:55 The women … observed: These women knew where Jesus was buried and function as 
eyewitnesses to His burial. 

PART XIV 

THE RESURRECTION, APPEARANCES, AND ASCENSION OF JESUS 

Sec. 169 The Women Prepare to Visit Jesus’ Tomb 

Matthew 28:1 
1Now after the Sabbath, as it began to dawn 
toward the first day of the week, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary came to look 
at the grave. 
 

Mark 16:1 
1When the Sabbath was over, Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, 
and Salome, bought spices, so that they 
might come and anoint Him. 
 

Mt 28:1 After the Sabbath: A general indication of time. The women could not walk far during the 
Sabbath, so they waited until after the Sabbath. But by then Saturday night was becoming Sunday 
morning, so early on the first day of the week they went to the tomb. 

Sec. 170 An Angel of the Lord Rolls Back the Stone 

Matthew 28:2–4 
2And behold, a severe earthquake had occurred, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven 
and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it.3And his appearance was like lightning, and 
his clothing as white as snow.4The guards shook for fear of him and became like dead men. 

Mt 28:2 He rolled back the stone: The stone was rolled back, the seal broken, and the soldiers rendered 
helpless not to let the risen Jesus out, but to let the first witnesses in. 

Sec. 171 Early Sunday Morning 

Matthew 28:5–8 
5The angel said to 
the women, “Do 
not be afraid; for I 

Mark 16:2–8 
2Very early on the 
first day of the 
week, they came to 

Luke 24:1–8 
1But on the first day 
of the week, at 
early dawn, they 

John 20:1 
1Now on the first 
day of the week 
Mary Magdalene 



know that you are 
looking for Jesus 
who has been 
crucified.6“He is not 
here, for He has 
risen, just as He 
said. Come, see the 
place where He was 
lying.7“Go quickly 
and tell His disciples 
that He has risen 
from the dead; and 
behold, He is going 
ahead of you into 
Galilee, there you 
will see Him; 
behold, I have told 
you.”8And they left 
the tomb quickly 
with fear and great 
joy and ran to 
report it to His 
disciples. 
 

the tomb when the 
sun had risen.3They 
were saying to one 
another, “Who will 
roll away the stone 
for us from the 
entrance of the 
tomb?”4Looking up, 
they saw that the 
stone had been 
rolled away, 
although it was 
extremely 
large.5Entering the 
tomb, they saw a 
young man sitting 
at the right, 
wearing a white 
robe; and they were 
amazed.6And he 
said to them, “Do 
not be amazed; you 
are looking for 
Jesus the Nazarene, 
who has been 
crucified. He has 
risen; He is not 
here; behold, here 
is the place where 
they laid Him.7“But 
go, tell His disciples 
and Peter, ‘He is 
going ahead of you 
to Galilee; there 
you will see Him, 
just as He told 
you.’ ”8They went 
out and fled from 
the tomb, for 
trembling and 
astonishment had 
gripped them; and 
they said nothing to 

came to the tomb 
bringing the spices 
which they had 
prepared.2And they 
found the stone 
rolled away from 
the tomb,3but 
when they entered, 
they did not find 
the body of the Lord 
Jesus.4While they 
were perplexed 
about this, behold, 
two men suddenly 
stood near them in 
dazzling 
clothing;5and as the 
women were 
terrified and bowed 
their faces to the 
ground, the men 
said to them, “Why 
do you seek the 
living One among 
the dead?6“He is 
not here, but He has 
risen. Remember 
how He spoke to 
you while He was 
still in 
Galilee,7saying that 
the Son of Man 
must be delivered 
into the hands of 
sinful men, and be 
crucified, and the 
third day rise 
again.”8And they 
remembered His 
words, 
 

came early to the 
tomb, while it was 
still dark, and saw 
the stone already 
taken away from 
the tomb. 
 



anyone, for they 
were afraid. 
 

Lk 24:1 very early in the morning: The women, named in verse 10, came first thing in the morning to the 
tomb, not expecting anything unusual, but in order to anoint the dead body with spices to protect against 
the odor and to honor Jesus. The parallels make it clear they started for the tomb as soon as it was dawn. 
The fact that they were perplexed (v. 3) on entering the tomb indicates their surprise that the body was 
gone. 
Mt 28:6 There are three important things to believe about the resurrection of Jesus according to the 
Church Fathers. One is numerical identity: the same body that went into the tomb came out three days 
later. Two is materiality: it was a material, fleshly body that was raised from the dead. Three is historicity: 
it really happened in history. 
Mk 16:5 a young man. Mark was reporting the scene from the perspective of the women. The messenger 
looked to them like a young man. That the messenger was an angel is indicated by his long white robe and 
his supernatural knowledge. 
Mk 16:8 since they were afraid: In the oldest manuscripts of Mark, the narrative stops with the phrase in 
verse 8 “since they were afraid.” Verses 9–20 are not in the oldest manuscripts, and some scholars 
maintain that these verses are a later attempt by someone other than Mark himself to smooth out what 
would otherwise be a rather abrupt ending. If verses 9–20 are a later addition, then basically three options 
are open to interpreters for why Mark’s Gospel ends so abruptly: 1) the real ending of Mark’s Gospel was 
lost; 2) Mark was unable to finish writing his Gospel and although he stopped at 16:8 it was not his 
intended ending; or 3) Mark intentionally ended his Gospel abruptly to cause people to think and reflect 
on his message. English Bibles normally include verses 9–20, since these verses appear in most Greek 
manuscripts of Mark’s Gospel, but recent translations also communicate that they may be a later addition. 
Lk 24:4 dazzling clothes: This description of shiny clothes is how one describes the presence of angels, 
which explains why the women were terrified (see v. 23). 
Lk 24:5 Why are you looking for the living among the dead?: Only Luke records this remark. It makes the 
key point that Jesus is now alive, resurrected. 
Lk 24:7 The Son of Man must be betrayed into the hands of sinful men, be crucified, and rise on the third 
day: This recollection of Jesus’ prediction underscores that what took place was according to the divine 
plan. 

Sec. 172 The Empty Tomb 

Luke 24:9–12 
9and returned from the tomb and 
reported all these things to the eleven and 
to all the rest.10Now they were Mary 
Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the 
mother of James; also the other women 
with them were telling these things to the 
apostles.11But these words appeared to 
them as nonsense, and they would not 
believe them.12But Peter got up and ran to 
the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw 

John 20:2–10 
2So she ran and came to Simon Peter and 
to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, 
and said to them, “They have taken away 
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not 
know where they have laid Him.”3So Peter 
and the other disciple went forth, and they 
were going to the tomb.4The two were 
running together; and the other disciple 
ran ahead faster than Peter and came to 
the tomb first;5and stooping and looking 



the linen wrappings only; and he went 
away to his home, marveling at what had 
happened. 
 

in, he saw the linen wrappings lying there; 
but he did not go in.6And so Simon Peter 
also came, following him, and entered the 
tomb; and he saw the linen wrappings 
lying there,7and the face-cloth which had 
been on His head, not lying with the linen 
wrappings, but rolled up in a place by 
itself.8So the other disciple who had first 
come to the tomb then also entered, and 
he saw and believed.9For as yet they did 
not understand the Scripture, that He 
must rise again from the dead.10So the 
disciples went away again to their own 
homes. 
 

Lk 24:11 nonsense: The reaction of the apostles and others to the women’s announcement of an empty 
tomb is honest. They did not expect or believe this report. They reacted much as a modern person might. 
That women were the first witnesses to the empty tomb is important. It affirms their value to God. But 
more importantly shows that this story was not made up. In ancient cultures, a woman could not be a 
courtroom witness, so if one were to make up such a story, one would not use women as the first 
witnesses. The women are recorded as having this role because they had this role in real history. 
Lk 24:12 amazed: An enigmatic term. Did Peter believe at that point that Jesus had been raised or was he 
simply amazed at the empty tomb, contemplating its possibility? Luke 24:24 shows the Emmaus disciples 
also expressing some uncertainty at this point. 
John 20:2 Mary’s first suspicion, a natural one in the light of human experience, was that someone had 
come and stolen Jesus’ body. 
John 20:4–8 The implication was that this was not simply a grave robbery, since the body was unwrapped 
and the cloths neatly left in the tomb. Suddenly much of what Jesus had said regarding His death came 
clear to the other disciple. 
John 20:9 The disciples, although they may now have understood about Jesus’ death, did not fully 
appreciate what was involved in His rising from the dead. 

Sec. 173 Mary Magdalene Sees the Risen Lord 

Mark 16:9–11 
9Now after He had risen early on the first 
day of the week, He first appeared to Mary 
Magdalene, from whom He had cast out 
seven demons.10She went and reported to 
those who had been with Him, while they 
were mourning and weeping.11When they 
heard that He was alive and had been seen 
by her, they refused to believe it. 
 

John 20:11–18 
11But Mary was standing outside the tomb 
weeping; and so, as she wept, she stooped 
and looked into the tomb;12and she saw 
two angels in white sitting, one at the head 
and one at the feet, where the body of 
Jesus had been lying.13And they said to 
her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She 
said to them, “Because they have taken 
away my Lord, and I do not know where 



they have laid Him.”14When she had said 
this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
standing there, and did not know that it 
was Jesus.15Jesus said to her, “Woman, 
why are you weeping? Whom are you 
seeking?” Supposing Him to be the 
gardener, she said to Him, “Sir, if you have 
carried Him away, tell me where you have 
laid Him, and I will take Him away.”16Jesus 
said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to 
Him in Hebrew, “Rabboni!” (which means, 
Teacher).17Jesus said to her, “Stop clinging 
to Me, for I have not yet ascended to the 
Father; but go to My brethren and say to 
them, ‘I ascend to My Father and your 
Father, and My God and your 
God.’ ”18Mary Magdalene came, 
announcing to the disciples, “I have seen 
the Lord,” and that He had said these 
things to her. 
 

Jn 20:11 Mary Magdalene had not yet entered the tomb, but was standing outside crying. Her world had 
now collapsed. Mary Magdalene is not mentioned much in John’s Gospel, her first appearance being at 
the cross (19:25). However, what we do know is that she was a repentant sinner whose Redeemer had 
died on the cross. 
Jn 20:12–13 Either the disciples did not see the angels, or they appeared especially for Mary, perhaps 
because of her emotionally devastated condition. All she asked of the angels was that they tell her where 
thieves put the body. The angels made no reply, nor was one needed. 
Jn 20:14–16 Mary did not recognize Jesus, because she was not expecting to see a living being. The use of 
her name, and no doubt the inflection with which it was used, suddenly made her realize that it was Jesus. 
Jn 20:17 Don’t cling to Me: Some scholars think that Jesus was in the process of ascending, and that after 
He left Mary He ascended (briefly) before seeing the disciples in the upper room. More likely Jesus was 
telling Mary to not keep on hanging on Him. He wanted her to go to the disciples and tell them that He 
would ascend, but that for now He wanted to see them. 

Sec. 174 Jesus Appears to the Other Women 

Matthew 28:9–10 
9And behold, Jesus met them and greeted them. And they came up and took hold of His feet and 
worshiped Him.10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and take word to My brethren 
to leave for Galilee, and there they will see Me.” 



Mt 28:10 My brothers: Probably refers not only to the eleven apostles but also to all who had become His 
followers and were still in Jerusalem, most of whom had accompanied Him from Galilee.1 
 

 
1 Lemke, S. W. (2007). The Academic Use of Gospel Harmonies. In Holman Christian Standard Bible: 

Harmony of the Gospels (pp. 213–219). Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers. 
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